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Playing in Action for Everyone
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What happens when families learn 

their child is delayed or has been 

diagnosed with a disability?

What happens when families learn 

their child is delayed or has been 

diagnosed with a disability?

Emotional response

• Denial

• Anger

• Grief

• Fear

• Guilt

• Confusion

• Powerlessness

• Disappointment

• Rejection

Welcome to Holland (by Emily Perl Kingsley)
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Emotional response

Research information

My child can’t or will never…

• Walk

• Talk

• Play baseball

My child can’t or will never…

• Walk

• Talk

• Graduate

• Married

• Grandchildren
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With Assistive Technology 

• Possibilities are endless

• Not that child can’t or won’t do something

• Child may just do it differently

Assessing AT Needs

• SETT Framework (Joy Zabala)

–Specific Child

–Environment

–Tasks

–Tools

AbleNet’s Action Dictionary AbleNet’s Action Dictionary

Let’s Make A “Play Book”
http://bit.ly/PlayinAction

Developmental Area Tasks Tools to 

Assist

Motor Skills

Communication

Adaptive Behavior

Cognitive Skills

Social Emotional

Playing in Action

Mr. Potato Head
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Motor Skills Communication

Adaptive Behavior Cognitive Skills

Social Emotional


